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bhENMER/GUNPERT FOR THE SENUETARY |
CoLoY ASKED [HAT THE FOLLOWING BE SENT TC YOU3

VEMIURAND UM FOks THE HUNURABLE HENKY A+ KISSINGER
ASSISTANT TU THE PRESIDENT FOk
NATIONAL SECURITY AFFAIRS

HodECL : MIDDLE EAST SITUATION

1., {HE rRABAT SUMMIT HAS GIVEN US CONSIDEKRABLE CAUSE
ruk i MULUHT ASOUT THE POLITICAL-MILIIARY SITUATION IN THE
viloULe EAST. VIEWED FROUM HERE, IT APPEARS THAT THE ARAB
GUL IAT Ine POSITION HAS TAKEN A HARDEK LINE, WITH PROSPECTS
KEWUCED FUR EARLY TALKS WITH THE ISRAELIS CONCERNING THz
WESL SANK AND WITH SADAT'S ROOM FOk MANEULVER ON A SEPARATE
AonLlie N FUR THE RETURN OF MORE SINAI T&RRITOURY KESTKICTED.
TrkRe IS ALSU EVIDENCE OF A SHIFT TOWARD A HARKDER LINE BY
lrie SYrRIANS, WHU APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN THE DRIVING FORCE IN
SUFPURT OF THE PLO AT RABAT. IF NEGOTIATING EFFORTS ARE STALLED,
[LusIUis WILL INCREASE AND THE ODDS FAVORING ANOTHEkR RUUND
o ArAo~ISkAELI FIGHTING WILL GU UP.
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2o WE EXPECT TU LEARN MORE ABOUT WHAT WENT UN AT RABAT
I ink NEXT FEW DAYS, AND THE MIMI-SUMMIT IN ALGIERS THIS
WEEKC D CuLLD HELP CLARIFY THE SITUATION. IN THE MEANT INME,
Ine INIELLIGENCE COMMUNITY IS INTENSIFYING ITS ATTENTIONITY
tv A PUSSIBLE  KESUMPTIUN OF AKAB=-ISKAELI HUSTILITIES. IN
NIEWFUF gjyie EXPERIENCE IN OCTOBER 18973, THIS INCLUDES SPECI
ALTENE IOF TO THE POSSISILITY OF ARAB POULITICAL DENFEPTION TO
Coveh PLANS FUR WAR. THE COLLECTIOUN ELEMENTS OF THE COMMUNITY
ant. ALbu GIVING PARTICULAR ATTENTION TGO INDICATIONS OF ARAS
SILITARY PREPARATIUNS. WE ALSO WILL e SENSITIVE TO POSSIBLE
Ionbell PREEMPTIUNGTHE USIs NEXI WEEK WILL CONSIDER A DETAILED
SLUDY JF ARAB AND ISKAELI MILITARY CAPABILITIES, INCLUDING
ALTERNATIVE SCENAKIUS FOR THE CUTBREAK, CONDUCT AND OQUTCOME
ur HUSTILITIES.
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So (HESE MEASURES SHOULD PUT uS IN AN IMPRUVED POSITION
[v VETESCT A mOVE TOWAKD WAR IN THE CUMING WEEKS. THE FACT,
HoWevik, THAT BOIH SIDES ArE AT A FAIRLY HIGH LEVEL OF ALERT
wlin SUsSTANTIAL FORCES CLUSE TO THE DISENGAGEMENT LINES
fE ANS [HAT,IUNCE A DECISION IS5 MADE TU RENEW HOSTILITIES,
IAckE WILL NUT BE MUCH WARNING TIME.
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